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AGE STRUCTURE 
 

 

The median age was 32.8 in 1990 (slightly below the national average), and was 35.7 in 2000.  The slow rise of 
the median age is due to the aging of the Baby Boom, not to any massive influx of seniors. In 1998, median age 
for the U.S. was 35.2. Much of metropolitan Tucson's growth over the next 20 years will be driven by working age 
people moving here for employment opportunities. 
 

AGE COHORTS: PIMA COUNTY – 2007 
 

Age Male Female Total 
0-4 34,026 32,904 66,930
5-9 32,817 31,946 64,763
10-14 31,548 30,046 61,594
15-19 34,052 32,355 66,407
20-24 36,901 35,638 72,539
25-29 41,446 40,997 82,443
30-34 32,150 30,670 62,820
35-39 31,075 31,036 62,111
40-44 32,087 33,007 65,094
45-49 34,814 36,232 71,046
50-54 32,556 34,730 67,286
55-59 29,263 31,841 61,104
60-64 23,630 26,723 50,353
65-69 18,132 21,408 39,540
70-74 15,876 18,213 34,089
75-79 13,188 16,394 29,582
80-84 9,632 13,711 23,343
85-89 5,531 8,541 14,072
90-94 2,105 4,223 6,328
95+ 622 1,852 2,474
Total 491,451 512,467 1,003,918

 
Arizona Official Population Projections 2006 – 2055 
 
The Arizona Dept. of Economic Security has published its official population projections for the State and 
all counties: 2006 – 2055. 
 
In the tables below, we provide copies of the most widely used tables of these projections.  The members 
of the Pima Association of Governments [as well as those in the Phoenix Metro area] do not support the 
adoption and use of these projections. 
 
It is our belief that these projections are unacceptably low, especially in the later periods. We believe that 
the population growth portrayed here does not reflect the more youthful forces of migration from foreign 
sources and makes Pima County appear too ‘old’, with too few births and too many deaths. 
 
We publish these projections as a public service. 
 
Arizona Population Projections 2006 - 2055 (PDF 145KB) 

Pima County Population Projections 2006 - 2055 (PDF 51KB) 

Pima County Age and Sex Charts: Years 2010, 2030 and Difference (PDF 18KB) 

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/1995_2006-2055AZProjectionSummary.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/2006_2055PimaPopProjections.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/agesex2010_30.pdf
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Pima County Population Projections by Age and Sex: 2006- 2055 (PDF 26KB)  

Pima Population Projections Chart: 2000 - 2080 (PDF 28KB) 

Links to Additional Age Structure Information: 

Tucson Urban Planning & Design Census 2000 Summary File 1 Data Page (Internet Link)  

Kids Count Web Page (Internet Link)  

Coming of Age Report: Four Scenarios for Arizona's Future (Internet Link to PDF 1,119KB) 

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/demographic/age20062055.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/projections06.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/census/pima_tucson/index.html#TopOfPage
http://www.aecf.org/kidscount/index.htm
http://www.slhi.org/publications/studies_research/pdfs/Coming_of_Age_Full_Report.pdf


 

 

EMPLOYMENT 
 

 

April Employment Figures: 

Civilian Labor Force: 458,800 (up .6% over April 2007)  

Total Employment: 442,500 (up .3% over April 2007)  

Total Nonfarm Employment: 381,100 (down 1.5% over April 2007)  

Unemployment Rates:  Pima County = 3.8% Arizona = 3.9% U.S. = 5.0% 

METRO AREA EMPLOYMENT* 

SECTOR 2008 FORECAST 07-08 % CHANGE 
Nonfarm Employment 384,900 -0.7 
Manufacturing 27,600 -2.2 
Natural Resources and Mining 2,000 1.2 
Construction 23,200 -12.8 
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 63,600 -6.4 
Information 6,300 4.6 
Professional and Business Services 53,000 2.0 
Leisure and Hospitality 41,600 -2.0 
Government 76,700 -1.0 

*Source: Economic and Business Research Center, University of Arizona, February 2008  

Links to Detailed Employment and Economic Data for Tucson and Arizona:  

Tucson Metro Area Employment: Estimates and Projections, 1990- 2035 (PDF 25KB)  

Pima County Unemployment Rate: 1983- 2007 (PDF 49KB)  

Arizona's Economy (Internet Link)  

The Star 200 Top Employers (Internet link)  

Arts in Tucson's Economy (Internet Link)  

Employment Growth Table, Tucson Metro Area: 2006-2007 (PDF 45KB) 
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http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/economic/emphist.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/economic/unemployment.pdf
http://ebr.eller.arizona.edu/azeconomy/azeconomy.aspx?issue=AZE06FAL
http://www.tucson.com/abouttucson/star200/
http://ebr.eller.arizona.edu/research/ArtsTucson.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/empsec0506.pdf
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ETHNICITY 
 

 
For over 200 centuries, Tucson was home solely to Native Americans. It was then the Frontera del Norte 
of New Spain for about 40 years, then part of the Republic of Mexico for about 30 years. In 1854, Tucson 
became part of the United States with the Gadsden Purchase (Treaty of Mesilla).  
In 2000, the racial/ethnic breakdown of Metro Tucson (Pima County) was: 

• 61.48% White, Non-Hispanic, alone  

• 29.34% Hispanic (can be any race)  

• 2.85% Black/African American, alone  

• 2.59% Native American, alone  

• 1.97% Asian, alone  

• 0.11% Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, alone  

• 0.12% Other, alone (self-identified)  

• 1.55% Two or more races  

In 2000, Tucson was the 8th largest city in number of Native Americans. In 1990, the metro area 
was 23rd largest in number of Hispanics. 

Tucson is a very diverse community and home to several hundred ancestry groups. Leading ancestry 
groups according to Census 2000 include: Mexican (24.4%); German (16.2%); Irish (10.6%); English 
(10.3%); Other Latino Groups (4.5); Italian (4.4%); American (4.1%); and French (3.1%).  

Links to Additional Race and Ethnicity Information: 

Racial Proportions, Tucson: 1850-2050 (PDF 14KB)  

Census 2000 Factoids (PDF 32KB)  

Tucson Urban Planning & Design Census 2000 Web Page (Documentation) (Internet Link)  

Tucson Urban Planning & Design Census 2000 Data Page (Internet Link)  

Tucson Urban Planning & Design Census 2000 Map Page (Internet Link)  

American Factfinder (Internet Link) 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/demographic/racialpct.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/census/pima_tucson/main/factoids.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/census/census2000basic/index.html#TopOfPage
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/census/pima_tucson/index.html#TopOfPage
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/maps/census/
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/BasicFactsServlet


 

 

HOUSING 
 

 

Housing Statistics: 
• Average Sale Price (2/08): $262,155 

• Median Sale Price (2/08): $199,900 

• Total Units Sold (2/08): 710 

• Total Sales Volume (2/08): $186,129,758 

• Average Days on Market (2/08): 81 

• Active Listings (2/08): 9,168 

Source: Tucson Board of Realtors, MLS, February 2008 

Multifamily Housing: 

HUD Estimates for Fair Market Rents (FY 2008):  
 Tucson Scottsdale 
Studio:  $501 $609
1-bedroom:  $588 $715
2-bedroom:  $769 $862
3-bedroom:  $1,110 $1,256
4-bedroom:  $1,246 $1,498

Residential Permits 

During 2006, residential permits were down 24.5 percent over 2005.  Permits issued during 2006 were as 
follows: 

• Total Residential Units: 8,989 (down from 11,913 in 2005)  

• Single-Family Detached: 7,859 (down from 10,713 in 2005)  

• Multifamily Units: 1,130 (down from 1,200 in 2005)  

Pima County Residential Construction Distribution: 
 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 Rank
• Northwest: 18.6% 18.2% 18.6% 11.0% 18.5% 3 
• Westside: 14.4% 12.8% 14.7% 10.4% 10.2% 5 
• Southeast: 18.6% 20.5% 23.9% 34.2% 31.2% 1 
• Southwest: 27.0% 29.1% 26.7% 17.9% 20.0% 2 
• Casas Adobes: 4.2% 0.9% 1.2% 5.3% 2.9% 8 
• East: 5.9% 8.1% 3.0% 3.9 3.4% 6 
• Catalina Foothills: 4.1% 2.3% 2.3% 2.6% 3.1% 7 
• Central: 7.2% 7.9% 9.6% 14.6% 10.6% 4 

Housing Stock, Third Quarter 2007 

• Total Metro Area Housing Stock: 428,847 (up 2.4% over third quarter 2006)   

• Single Family Units: 243,710 (56.8% of total units)  
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Links to Detailed Information About Retail Space Inventory and Vacancy Rates:  

Tucson Streetside Retail Space (PDF 11KB)  

Tucson Shopping Center Space (PDF 8KB)  

Tucson Metro Area: Retail Leased Sq. Ft. per Capita (PDF 18KB) 

Tucson Metro Area: Total Retail Space (PDF 12KB) 

http://ntcontent.ci.tucson.az.us/stellent/groups/internet/@cotwww/@plan/documents/www_plan_demostats/cms1_004107.pdf


 

 

POPULATION 
 

 

Pima County, within which Tucson is located, was the nation's 68th largest county in 1990, 53rd largest in 
2000, and 45th largest in 2005.  From 1990 to 2000, the County ranked 27th greatest in absolute change.  
Only 9 counties larger in population grew more rapidly from 2000 to 2005. Of the 100 largest counties, Pima 
was twenty-first most rapidly growing from 2000 to 2005, at 8.98%.  In 1990, Pima County had a population 
of 666,880.  Based on Census 2000, the April 1, 2000 population was 843,746.  The June 2008 estimate 
is 1,035,988.  
Metro Tucson – 
The Tucson Metropolitan Area [Pima County] was ranked 52nd largest in 2005.  We were 55th largest in 
2000. The Phoenix Metropolitan Area was 14th largest and New York was 1st. 
In numerical change, 2004 – 2005, Tucson ranked 32nd out of 390 metro areas.  Of the 51 metropolitan 
areas larger than Tucson, only 11 grew more rapidly, in percentage terms between 2004 – 2005. 
Tucson was the 45th largest U.S. city in 1980, 34th largest in 1990, and 30th largest in 2000.  Based on 
Census 2000, the April 1, 2000 population was 486,699 (see table below).  Tucson currently covers 
227.615 square miles.  The estimated population for June 2008 is 554,101.  

YEAR TUCSON PIMA CO.
1970 262,933 351,666 
1980 330,537 531,433 
1985 376,195 611,471 
1990 405,390 666,880 
1995 442,910 758,585 
2000 486,699 843,746 
 2005 529,770 957,345 
2010 586,860 1,077,800 
2015 653,359 1,205,341 
2020 727,392 1,335,366 

 

Tucson grew 20% in population and 24% in area from 1990 to 2000.  Of the 243 U.S. cities with populations over 
100,000, Tucson's growth was 71st greatest in percent change, and 23rd greatest in absolute change from 1990 
to 2000.  Only 6 cities larger than Tucson grew at a more rapid rate from 2000 to 2002; nine cities larger than 
Tucson lost population during the same time period. The Tucson Metropolitan Area was 58th largest in 2000, 
and only 10 larger metro areas grew faster.  Much of the growth over the next 20 years will be driven by working 
age people moving here for employment opportunities. In 2002, the Tucson urbanized area was 69th most 
dense of the 141 urban areas with populations over 250,000, in the U.S. and Canada. 

The City of Tucson is larger in population than the State of Wyoming and in area is over 3 times the size of 
Washington, D.C.  In 2000, Tucson was the nation’s 30th largest city.  By 2030, Tucson will be larger than 
three states and Washington, D.C. 

Pima County is larger in population than 7 states [WY, VT, SD, ND, DE, AK, MT] and Washington D.C.  By 
2030, Pima County will be larger than 10 states, plus the District of Columbia. Pima County is larger in area 
than Rhode Island, New Jersey, Connecticut, D.C. or Delaware. Pima Co. is approximately the area of New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts or Hawaii. Pima Co. [Tucson Metropolitan Area] and reached 
1,000,000 in population in November, 2006. 

  2004 2005 2030 
U.S. 293,655,404  298,655,002 363,584,435  
Wyoming 506,529  509,294  522,979  
Tucson 521,605  529,770  742,766  
D.C. 553,523  550,521  433,414  
Vermont 621,394  623,050  711,867  
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North Dakota 634,366  636,677  606,566  
Alaska 655,435  663,661  867,674  
South Dakota 770,883  775,933  800,462  
Delaware 830,364  843,524  1,012,658  
Montana 926,865  935,670  1,044,898  
Rhode Island na  na  1,152,941  
Maine na  na  1,411,097  
Hawaii na  na  1,466,046  
Pima Co. 931,210  957,635  1,596,158  

 
Population Milestones: 

 

 PIMA CO. 
YEAR POPULATION 

 (100 K increments) 
1946 100,000 
1955 200,000 
1963 300,000 
1972 400,000 
1978 500,000 
1985 600,000 
1993 700,000 
1998 800,000 
2003 900,000 
2006 1,000,000 
2010 1,100,000 
2015 1,200,000 
2019 1,300,000 
2023 1,400,000 
2027 1,500,000 

Links to Additional Population Information: 

Census 2000 Factoids (PDF 32KB) 

City of Tucson: 1930 – 2006, Population and Area (PDF 28KB) 

City of Tucson: 1930 – 2006, Population and Density (PDF 39KB) 

Metro Tucson Population: 1870- 2080 (PDF 17KB)  

Pew Hispanic Center Report, Estimates of the Size and Characteristics of the Undocumented Population 
(PDF 112KB) 

U.S. Census Bureau Population and Housing Tables (Internet Link)  

100 Largest Counties: July 1, 2005 (Internet Link) 

100 Fastest-Growing Counties: July 1, 2001 to July 1, 2005 (Internet Link)  

Annual Estimates of the Population for Incorporated Places Over 100,000, Ranked by July 1, 2005 
Population: April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2005  (PDF 40KB) 

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/census/pima_tucson/main/factoids.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/TucPopArea.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/TucPopDens.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/demographic/histpop2006.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/hisp_undoc.pdf
http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/tablist.html
http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/CO-EST2005-08.html
http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/CO-EST2005-09.html
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/demographic/2005estimates.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/IncorpPlaces2005.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/IncorpPlaces2005.pdf
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TOURISM 
 

 

Tourism accounts for one of every 10 jobs and adds over $1.8 billion per year to the local economy. 
Travel and tourism produce 40,000 jobs in all of the sectors listed in the Employment section above, and 
has been one of the most rapidly growing industries in Tucson.  

TOP TOURIST ATTRACTIONS* 
 

ATTRACTION  ATTENDANCE 
(2005-2006) DESCRIPTION  

Saguaro National Park  740,207 Saguaro cacti, Upper Sonoran Desert biota, hiking trails, 
visitor center  

Arizona-Sonora Desert 
Museum 470,000 Zoological park, geological museum, botanical garden  

Reid Park Zoo 445,117 17-acre zoo, animals in natural settings, gift shop 

Pima Air & Space 
Museum 300,000

Operate Pima Air & Space Museum & Titan Missile 
Museum including over 200 of the most important aircraft 
in history 

Pima County Fairgrounds 250,000 County fair, exhibits, 4-H, concerts, carnival rides 

Patagonia Lake State 
Park/ Sonoita Creek 202,785 Camping, boating and fishing 

Kartchner Caverns State 
Park 198,374 Guided cave tours, gift shop, campground 

Old Tucson Studios 196,000 Family theme park, movie location, live entertainment  
Mt. Lemmon Ski Valley 188,000 Restaurant, shops, hiking, skiing, lifts 

Tohono Chul Park 175,238 Sonoran desert plants, culture, lectures, nature trails, 
nursery, bird watching, shops, tearoom 

Colossal Cave Park  155,000 Large, dry cavern, guided tours, picnicking  
Arizona Historical Society 
Museums 132,000 Museum, lectures, exhibits, tours, library, archives 

Tucson Museum of Art 
and Historic Block  130,000 Historic district, museum, art museum  

Catalina State Park  124,942 Camping, picnicking, hiking, equestrian center, and 
scenic beauty 

Picacho Peak State Park  105,300 Camping, hiking, picnicking  

Kitt Peak National 
Observatory  100,000 Public tours, evening star gazing, exhibits, educational 

programs  

Tucson Botanical 
Gardens 100,000 Gardens, educational classes, gift shop, nursery 

Columbia University's 
Biosphere 2 Center 65,000 Science and research center, tours, exhibits, displays, 

multi-media presentations 

Tucson Children’s 
Museum 73,867 Hands-on children’s activities, interactive exhibits, 

educational guided tours 

International Wildlife 
Museum 64,750 Interactive exhibits with 400+ species 
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University of Arizona 
Museum of Art 60,500 Medieval, renaissance, 19th century, modernist, and 

contemporary art 

Tombstone Courthouse 48,247 Historic courthouse 

Flandrau Science Center 45,620 Planetarium theater, mineral museum, public telescope 

Arizona State Museum 36,000 Oldest and largest anthropology museum in the 
Southwest, exhibits, public programs, library, gift shop 

*Source:  Inside Tucson Business 2007 Book of Lists 

 
Links to Information about Travel and Tourism in Tucson and Arizona  

Economic Impacts of Mexican Visitors to Arizona: 2001 (Internet Link to PDF)  

Tourism in the Tucson Metro Area (PDF 587KB)  

Tucson International Airport Statistics (Internet Link) 

Total Passengers Tucson International Airport: 1995-2006 (PDF 22KB) 

The Economic Significance of the Arizona Travel Industry (PDF 372KB) 

Arizona Travel Impacts 1998-2005 (PDF 806KB) 

July 12, 2006, Arizona tourism: we’re back by Levi J. Long/ Arizona Daily Star (Internet Link) 

 

 

 

http://ebr.eller.arizona.edu/research/MexicanVisitors.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/economic/tourism.pdf
http://www.tucsonairport.org/taa/html/taa_media_stats.html
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/TotalTIApassengers.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/AZ_GSP_2005_final.pdf
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/planning/data/tucsonupdate/tudocs/Travel_Impacts_2005_final.pdf
http://www.azstarnet.com/allheadlines/137536.php



